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Texas’s use of the death penalty peaked in the 2000s, with an average of twenty-
five executions a year, but has since declined, with an average of about fourteen 
since 2010. In fact Figure 8.1 shows a steady decline in the use of the death pen-
alty. Of course, Texas still has 274 people on death row, so the state will continue 
to lead the country in executions for the foreseeable future. However, there has 
also been a marked decline in the number of capital punishment sentences being 
handed out across the state. Since 2010, Texas has sentenced an average of around 
eight people a year to death row, compared to twenty-one a year in the 2000s and 
thirty-four a year in the 1990s. 

Although the number of executions in Texas has decreased in recent years, consis-
tent with the rest of the United States, Texas continues to lead the country in state exe-
cutions. Why does Texas execute significantly more people than other states? Texans 
have a strong sense of right and wrong and are deeply attached to the idea of the death 
penalty as a deserved punishment. Whereas other states that use the death penalty 
may see it as a necessary evil, Texas culture embraces the state’s right to execute its citi-
zens for the violation of certain laws. Texans’ attachment to the death penalty remains 
as strong as their attachment to guns. Frontier Texans were often left to secure their 
own towns—indeed they preferred it that way, suspicious as they were of governmental 
interference. Imposition of the death penalty is viewed as a right, one in keeping with 
Texans’ sense that there are no gray areas: right is right, and wrong is wrong. This atti-
tude still prevails throughout most of the state. It can be found among Texans sitting 
on juries, among Texans sitting on the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals, and among 

  Figure 8.1  	E xecutions in Texas since 1983
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Source: Death Penalty Information Center, “Death Sentences in the United States from 1977 by State and by Year,” www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/death-
sentences-united-states-1977-2008 (accessed August 14, 2014).


